The World Meteorological Organization Global Atmospheric Watch (WMO/GAW) Volatile Or-
ganic Compound (VOC) Network
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Next steps in the implementation of a global VOC measurement program were developed at the VOC
WMO/Workshop on Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) in Geneva, Switzerland, Jan. 30—Feb. 1, 2006.
The VOC network will rely on 1. A series of monitoring stations that will provide continuous, in-situ gas

chromatography (GC) measurements, and 2. Existing regional and global flask sampling programs.

IN-

STAAR’s ongoing Non-Methane Hydrocarbon (NMHC) monitoring in flasks from the NOAA green-
house gas sampling network was identified as a potential centerpiece of this network. Other important
components of the WMO/GAW VOC program include the establishment of a calibration standard scale
and coordinated calibration and intercomparison efforts between the continuous GC stations and partici-
pating flask network laboratories and a GAW-VOC data center.
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Figure 1. Proposed WMO VOC
network with currently operating
A ) stations (Hohenpeissenberg,
Rigi, Egbert), intermittent pro-

gramsA , Pico, Mace Head) and
continuous GC stations under
development A ,  Weybourne,
Cape Verde). Sites that are cur-
rently  monitored in  the
NOAA/INSTAAR NMHC flask
program are marked with colored
dots (orange: start in April 2005,
pink: November 2005, blue:
spring 2006). Circled (dashed)
areas are WMO desired locations
that are not yet included. Blue
circles mark overlap between
NOAA, the EMEP flask network
and continuous GC stations.



